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Ask Suicide-Screening Questions (asQ)

ASQ  ·  CLI N I C I AN -RATED

RESPONDENT  NAME DATE CLINICIAN

Instructions

Ask the patient:

1 In the past few weeks, have you wished you were dead?

1

YES

0

NO

2

In the past few weeks, have you felt that you or your family would be better off if you

were dead?

1

YES

0

NO

3

In the past week, have you been having thoughts about killing yourself?

1

YES

0

NO

4 Have you ever tried to kill yourself?

1

YES

0

NO

5

If yes, when was the most recent attempt?

6 If yes, within the last 12 months or over 1 year ago?

1

WITHIN THE LAST  12 MONTHS

0

OVER  1 YEAR  AGO

If patient answers Yes to any of Questions #1 through #4, ask the following acuity question:

7 Are you having thoughts of killing yourself right now?

1

YES

0

NO

8

If yes, describe briefly:

This is a screening tool, not a summed scale. A "Yes" response to any of the four screening questions is a positive screen and indicates a need for further evaluation of suicide risk.

A "Yes" response to the acute question indicates an acute positive screen (imminent risk) requiring immediate safety precautions and a full evaluation.
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